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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed February 25, 2004, has been received and reviewed. By 
the present Response and Amendment, Claims 1-27 are pending, and Claims 13, 22, and 
25 are amended. No new matter is introduced. 

Drawings 

The Examiner objected to the drawings as failing to comply with 37 C.F.R. 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the reference sign "30", which the Examiner stated was not 
mentioned in the description. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. Element 30 is 
clearly defined on page 6, paragraph 28 as referencing a handle. Accordingly, the 
objection has been addressed, and Applicant requests the Examiner to withdraw this 
objection. 

The Examiner also objected to the drawings as failing to comply with 37 C.F.R. 
1 .84(p)(4) because reference character "28" was used to designate both "aperture 28" and 
"latch 28." Applicant has amended the drawings, specifically Figures 2, 7a, 7b, and 7c, to 
use reference character "32" to designate the latch. Applicant attaches hereto the 
replacement sheets and annotated sheets showing the changes made relative to the 
previous version. Accordingly, the objection has been addressed, and Applicant requests 
the Examiner to withdraw this objection. 

As for the Examiner's objection to the lead lines that do not designate a reference 
character, Applicant will remove the lead lines at the time of filing formal drawings. 

Specification 

Applicant has amended paragraph 1 to conform to the suggestions of the Examiner. 
Applicant has also amended paragraphs 28 and 33 to conform with the amendments to the 
drawings. Applicant submits that no new matter has been added. 
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Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 112 

Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In particular, the Examiner stated that the term "and/or" 
in Claim 25 is confusing and makes the scope of the claim unclear. Applicant has 
amended the claim to replace the term "and/or" with language omitting the term but having 
the same meaning. Accordingly, Applicant submits that the rejection is overcome and 
respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Applicant does note, however, that this rejection is inconsistent with the actual 
practice of the Office, as a search of the online U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Full-Text 
Patent Database indicates that at least 1 06,622 patents were issued by the Office between 
1976 and the present, having the term "and/or" in their claims (search results attached). It 
is further noted that the term "and/or" is in common usage in current lexicon (see 
dictionary.com entry attached), and is sufficiently well-understood, such that its use would 
not be confusing to those of ordinary skill in the art. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,230,915 to Liu. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Claims 1 and 2 are patentably distinguishable from Liu. Claims 1 and 2 recite, "A 
pet enclosure comprising a frame formed of a substantially rigid, non-porous material; and 
a flexible, non-porous material woven onto said frame." Liu does not disclose a flexible, 
non-porous material woven onto a frame formed of a substantially rigid, non-porous 
material, but rather Liu discloses that natural rattan, a porous material, is woven onto a 
frame. As described in the Applicant's specification, a non-porous material is preferable to 
a porous material, like natural rattan, because the non-porous material does not absorb 
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moisture and pet odors. As such, Applicant submits that the Claims are patentably distinct 
from that disclosed in Liu and requests the Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,318,294 to Richmond et al. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. To be a 
proper 102(b) reference, the invention must have been patented or described in a printed 
publication "more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States." U.S. Patent No. 6,318,294 issued on November 20, 2001 , which is not more than 
one year prior to the earliest effective filing date of May 2, 2002 of the U.S. Design Patent 
Application, nor is it more than one year prior to the filing date of U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application Serial No. 60/394,181, filed July 3, 2002. Both U.S. Design Patent D483156 
and U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/394,181 fully support the contents of 
Claim 22, which recites a pet enclosure comprising a floor panel and a plurality of legs for 
supporting said floor panel a distance above an underlying support surface. Accordingly, 
Applicant requests the Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Nevertheless, to advance prosecution, Applicant has amended Claim 22 to recite, 
"A pet enclosure comprising a plurality of legs for supporting said pet enclosure a distance 
above an underlying support surface; and a removable floor panel, wherein the floor panel 
comprises a channel for receiving a cooperating portion of said pet enclosure." Richmond 
et al. does not disclose a removable floor panel having a channel for receiving a 
cooperating portion of the pet enclosure. Accordingly, Applicant submits that amended 
Claim 22 is patentably distinct from that disclosed in Richmond et al. and requests the 
Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,192,834 to Kolozsvari. As currently amended, Claim 25 recites, in part, 
that "at least one of said panels comprise a substantially rigid frame and a plastic material 
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having the appearance of natural rattan or wicker woven on said frame." As Kolozsvari 
does not disclose that at least one of the panels comprise a substantially rigid frame and a 
plastic material having the appearance of natural rattan or wicker woven on the frame, 
Kolozsvari does not anticipate Claim 25. Accordingly, Applicant submits that the rejection 
is overcome and respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Because dependent Claim 26 incorporates the limitations of the claim on which it 
depends, this dependent claim is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above for the 
corresponding independent Claim. Thus, as Claim 25 is allowable, Claim 26 is also 
allowable. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,230,915 to Liu. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Because dependent Claim 9 incorporates the limitations of the claim on which it 
depends, this dependent claim is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above for the 
corresponding independent Claim. Thus, as Claim 1 is allowable, Claim 9 is also 
allowable. 

To further prosecution, Applicant has amended Claim 1 3 to recite, "A pet enclosure 
comprising a plurality of panels, each panel comprising a substantially rigid frame and a 
plastic material having the appearance of natural rattan or wicker woven onto said frame 
and wherein at least one panel defines an opening therein in which a door is pivotally 
mounted." Applicant submits that the claim, as currently amended, is not obvious in light of 
Liu because Liu does not disclose, teach or suggest a door pivotally mounted within one of 
the panels. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw this 
rejection. 
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Claims 3-8, 10 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,230,915 to Liu in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,192,834 to 
Kolozsvari. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Because dependent Claims 3-8, 10, and 14-18 incorporate the limitations of the 
claims on which they depend, these dependent claims are allowable for at least the 
reasons set forth above for the corresponding independent Claims. Thus, as Claims 1 and 
13 are allowable, Claims 3-8, 10, and 14-18 are also allowable. 

Claims 11, 12 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,230,915 to Liu as modified by U.S. Patent No. 6,192,834 to 
Kolozsvari and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,027,625 to Wheeler. Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Because dependent Claims 11, 12, and 19 incorporate the limitations of the claims 
on which they depend, these dependent claims are allowable for at least the reasons set 
forth above for the corresponding independent Claims. Thus, as Claim 1 3 is allowable, 
Claims 11, 12, and 19 are also allowable. 

Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,192,834 to Kolozsvari. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Claim 20 recites, "A pet enclosure comprising an opening in which a door is pivotally 
mounted to swing both inwardly and outwardly, and further comprising a latch for securing 
said door in a closed position and in an open position." Contrary to the Examiner's 
assertions, Kolozsvari does not disclose a door that can swing both inwardly and 
outwardly. Rather, the door in Kolozsvari is limited to swing outwardly only because a 
doorframe engages the door when the door is in a closed position. Thus, the doorframe 
acts as a barrier to prevent the door from swinging inwardly. Moreover, the latch of 
Kolozsvari can be used to secure the door in a closed position only. The latch cannot be 
used to secure the door in an open position. To construct a latch that can secure the door 
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in both an open and a closed position would require the device of Kolozsvari to be modified 
in a significant, non-obvious manner. Accordingly, Applicant submits that Claim 20 is not 
obvious in view of Kolozsvari and requests the Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Because dependent Claim 21 incorporates the limitations of the claim on which it 
depends, this dependent claim is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above for the 
corresponding independent Claim. Thus, as Claim 20 is allowable, Claim 21 is also 
allowable. 

Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,192,834 to Kolozsvari in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,027,625 to Wheeler. 
Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Claim 23 recites, "A pet enclosure comprising a frame and a removable floor panel, 
the floor panel comprising at least one channel for receiving a cooperating portion of said 
frame." Neither Kolozsvari nor Wheeler, individually or in combination, teaches a floor 
panel comprising a channel for receiving a cooperating portion of the frame. Kolozsvari 
teaches a wire frame having tray projections extending from the frame to prevent the 
accidental removal of the tray. Thus, there is no motivation to combine the teachings of 
Kolozsvari with the teachings of Wheeler to modify Kolozsvari to include a tray with a 
channel for receiving a cooperating portion of the frame because Kolozsvari alone teaches 
a different mechanism for securing the tray. Accordingly, Applicant submits that Claim 23 
is not obvious in view of the combination of Kolozsvari and Wheeler and requests the 
Examiner to withdraw this rejection. 

Because dependent Claim 24 incorporates the limitations of the claim on which it 
depends, this dependent claim is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above for the 
corresponding independent Claim. Thus, as Claim 23 is allowable, Claim 24 is also 
allowable. 
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Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,192,834 to Kolozsvari in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,079,458 to Leichtfuss. 
Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Because dependent Claim 27 incorporates the limitations of the claim on which it 
depends, this dependent claim is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above for the 
corresponding independent Claim. Thus, as Claim 25 is allowable, Claim 27 is also 
allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendments submitted herein and the above comments, it is believed 
that all grounds of rejection are overcome and that the application has now been placed in 
full condition for allowance. Accordingly, Applicant earnestly solicits early and favorable 
action. Should there be any further questions or reservations, the Examiner is urged to 
telephone Applicant's undersigned attorney at (770) 984-2300. 


Respectfully submitted, 



'Gro 
No. 39,695 


GARDNER GROFF, P.C. 
Paper Mill Village, Building 23 
600 Village Trace, Suite 300 
Marietta, GA 30067 
Tel: 770/984-2300 
Fax: 770/984-0098 
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being pumped dry. In another example, if it is determined terminating the algorithm after a sufficient number of 

that two existing oil wells are drilled into the same oil iterations for the function to have taken on sufficient 

reservoir, then one well could be used as the offset well, characteristics or patterns in the data; 

eliminating the time and cost of drilling a new offset well. applying the function containing the characteristics or 

Determining whether one or more wells are drilled into the 5 patterns to at least a portion of seismic data collected in 

same reservoir can be achieved in a number of ways. For the oil and/or gas field to determine areas where 

example, neural networks can be used, as described above. hydrocarbons have been produced; and 

In another example, historical production levels can be used determining one or more locations for oflscl wells based 

to make the determination (e.g., if production of one well on the detcrmincd arcas whcrc hydrocarbons have been 

decreases production of another well, the wells may be io produced 

drilled into the same reservoir). In another example, a 2 ^ raethod of claim j whcfein we enhanced oil 

pressure gauge can be used on one well, while another well rec css iochldcs lhe imroduction of bactcria inl0 

is pressurized (e.g., if pressurizing one well increases the an 0 f[ s/ei weu 

pressure of another, the wells may be drilled into the same 3 Thc mcthod of daim x wherein me enhanced oil 

reservoir). In another example, the bottom hole pressures of 15 recovery process includes the step of applying pressure to an 

adjacent wells could be compared (it is known in the art that 0 ^ et wcll 

wells having the same bottom hole pressure may be drilled 4 A method of enhancing lhe hydrocarbon recovery in an 

into the same reservoir). oil and/or gas field having a p ] uraUty Q f wells comprising the 

The present invention may also be used to determine the steps of: 

likelihood of success using enhanced oil recovery tech- 20 choosi WQ 0f mofe of ^ weUs |n ^ oU and/of 

niques on an oil and/or gas well. Note that whether a fidd fof ^ wUh m CQhanccd hydrocarbon recovery 

technique is feasible depends on many external factors (e.g., technique* 

the price and demand of oil, etc.). FIG. 20 is a flowchart , . ' fiU . lt . . „ 

illustrating such a process. First, at step 2010, seismic data us ^ « lea * one ° f chos * n we,k 35 an f m J ecUoD ™* 

is collected in the area in question. Next, at step 2020, a 25 for the enhanced Mrocarbon recove ^ techni 9 u ? i and 

neural network is developed using training data relating to using one or more remaining chosen wells as a producing 

areas corresponding to successful and unsuccessful oil , 

recovery attempts (either actually successful or assumed). *• 71,6 mcthod of L claira 4 ' wl ; crci[ ! l . he enhanced hydro- 

Note that the order of these steps is not essential. At step carbo ° rccovcr y technique involves mjecting bacteria into 

2030, the neural network is applied to the collected seismic 30 one of wcUs - . , 

data. Finally, at step 2040, the process determines whether 6 ^ melhod of claira 5 > whcrcm lhe wcUs arc choscn 

one or more wells is likely to benefit from an enhanced oil a ° cura l network. 

recovery technique. Therefore, the present invention greatly ?• method of claim 4 » flirthcr comprising the step of 

increases the success rate of enhanced hydrocarbon recovery <fng a neural network to help choose the wells for use with 

efforts by: (1) determining which wells are likely to be 35 ^enhanced hydrocarbon recovery technique 

producers in an enhanced recovery effort; and (2) determin- J 8 - The method of claim 7 wherein the neural network is 

ing optimal locations for offset wells. developed to recognize where hydrocarbons have been 

produced from existing hydrocarbon wells. 

Alternatives and Closing 9. The method of claim 7, wherein the neural network is 

While the present invention has been described in the 40 developed to recognize hydrocarbon producing areas and 

context of using seismic data to delineate hydrocarbon hydrocarbon non-producing areas, 

accumulations from seismic data, the present invention is 10. The method of claim 7, wherein the neural network is 

not limited to this particular application. The present inven- developed to determine whether two or more wells are 

tion may be utilized in any number of fields including but drilled into the same reservoir. 

not limited to: weather forecasting from radiometers, analy- 45 11. The raethod of claim 7, wherein the enhanced hydro- 
sis of aeromagnetic profiles, delineation of astronomical carbon recovery technique involves injecting bacteria into 
clusters from radio-telescope data, delineation of objects one of the wells. 

from radar, sonar, and infrared returns, etc. 12. The method of claira 4, wherein the two or more wells 

While the present invention has been described in detail are chosen using historical well production data, 

herein in accord with certain preferred embodiments thereof, 50 13 - A method of enhancing the hydrocarbon recovery in 

modifications and changes therein may be effected by those an oil and/or gas field having a plurality of existing wells 

skilled in the art. Accordingly, it is intended by the appended comprising the steps of: 

claims to cover all such modifications and changes as fall using one of the existing wells to create an offset well; 

within the true spirit and scope of the invention. using the offset well for an enhanced hydrocarbon recov- 

What is claimed is: 55 ery technique; and 

1. A method of determining locations for offset wells for using another existing well to produce hydrocarbons, 

use in an enhanced oil recovery process in an oil and/or gas 14. The method of claim 13, wherein the well used to 

field comprising the steps of: produce hydrocarbons is one of the existing wells. 

developing an algorithm that iteratively presents a set of 15. The method of claim 13, wherein the well used to 

seismic data relating to one or more hydrocarbon 60 produce hydrocarbons is a new well, 

producing areas and seismic data relating to one or 16. The method of claim 13, wherein the enhanced 

more hydrocarbon non-producing areas to a portion of hydrocarbon recovery technique involves injecting bacteria 

the algorithm that has a goal of minimizing the error into the offset well. 

over all of the data by propagating the error value back 17. The method of claim 16, wherein the step of using one 
after each iteration and performing appropriate adjust- 65 of the existing wells to create an offset well further com- 
ments to a function that takes on characteristics or prises the step of using a neural network to determine 
patterns in the data; optimal locations for an offset well. 
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knowledge if the application engineer is provided with the implemented on such device and a host application running 
respective JAVA Beanltem objects loadFromCard ( ) and on a host computer, the method comprising a step of: 
saveToCard ( ), respectively, providing an interface between said host application and 

In conjunction with the .co-pending application concern- application, said interface being associated 

ing visual programming of SmartCard applications by using 5 ...... . . , L 6 . 

caTd independent objects the storing and recovering of with said objects and comprising methods being able to 

objects of Java applications can be realized even card- be performed on the attributes associated with said 

independently using a visual engineering environment: objects 

There, a Java interface is provided defining methods for the method being characterized by the step of 
storing and recovering of objects. The application can use 10 de-serializing contiguous attributes.and methods of 
such methods as a placeholder, i.e. a dummy in order to said objects from a format applicable on said 

define its own SmartCard access procedures, which in turn devices. 

can be advantageously performed by visual programming 6 ^ mclhod according to claim 5, in which said devices 
techniques, as well. Using the principle presented in that are SmartCards 

co-pending application the actual implementation of the 15 ? Thc mclhod according to claira 5f whcrein 
interface is performed at apphcationruntime and specific for 6e . xriiliziQg is performed with Java Class technology by 
each of the applied SmartCards Thus, the proper imple- jdi a ^.^^ Beanltem. 

mentation is instantiated depending of the actual used g method accofdi tQ daim 5 ^ risi 
SmartCard in order to serialize the concerned object and to . r .. . . ?• r ■-■ 5 • 

store il onto the SmartCard or to recover it therefrom. 20 ** ste P of sa,d ont ° » from , sald deV J. ee J 

In the foregoing specification the invention has been 2 ° * here,n " re t """mffsed * nd/ ° r "»P acked 

described with reference to a specific exemplary embodi- from u 8. '™E<fi. value formatted form after reading said 
ment thereof. It will, however, be evident that various objects. 

modifications and changes may be made thereto without 9. A program storage device readable by machine, tangi- 
departing from the broader spirit and scope of the invention ^ bly embodying a program of instructions executable by the 
as set forth in the appended claims. The specification and machine to perform method steps for storing objects in 
drawings are accordingly to be regarded as illustrative rather devices having a reduced resources of high-level program- 
than in a restrictive sense. ming support, in which said objects are associated with both 

an application implemented on such device and a host 
30 application running on a host computer, the method steps 
comprising: 

providing an interface between the host application and 
the device application, said interface being associated 
with said objects and comprising methods being able to 
be performed on the attributes associated with said 
objects, 

What is claimed is: . . . . . . . , 

1. A method for storing objects in devices having a lhc melhod bcin 8 characterized by the steps of 
reduced resources of high-level programming support, in serializing, contiguously, attributes and methodsof said 
which said objects are associated with both an application 40 ob i ccts ml ° a format a PP ,icable to ^ devices; and 
implemented on such device and a host application running de-serializing contiguous attributes and methods of 
on a host computer, the method comprising a step of: said objects from a format applicable on said 

providing an interface between the host application and devices. 

the device application, said interface being associated 10 - The method according to claim 9, in which said 
with said objects and comprising methods being able to 45 reduced resources computer devices are SmartCards. 
be performed on the attributes associated with said 11. The method according to claim 9, wherein serializing 
objects, is performed with Java Gass technology by providing a 

the method being characterized by the step of: serializing Beanltem. 

serializing, contiguously, attributes and methods of said 12. The method according to claim 9, in which said 
objects into a format applicable to said devices. 50 objects are packed in tag, length, value formatted form 

2. The melhod according to claim 1, in which said reduced and/or compressed prior to storing said objects, 
resources computer devices are SmartCards. 13. The method according to claim 9, wherein 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein serializing de-serializing is performed with Java Class technology by 
is performed with Java Class technology by providing a providing a de-serializing Beanltem. 

serializing Beanltem. 55 14. The method according to claim 9, further comprising 

4. Thc method according to claim 1, in which said objects the step of reading said objects onto or from said device, 
are packed in tag, length, value formatted form and/or wherein said objects are uncompressed and/or unpacked 
compressed prior to storing said objects. from lag, length, value formatted form after reading said 

5. A method for recovering objects from devices having objects, 
reduced resources for high-level programming support in 60 

which said objects are associated with both an application ♦ • ♦ • ♦ 
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and/or ^ QD P r onun ciation Key (&n dor ) 

conj. 

Used to indicate that either or both of the items 
connected by it are involved. 

Usage Note: And/or is widely used in legal and 
business writing. Its use in general writing to 
mean "one or the other or both" is acceptable 
but can appear stilted. See Usage Note at or 1 . 
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and/or 

Both or either of two options. For example, His use of 
copyrighted material shows that the writer is careless and/or 
dishonest. This idiom originated in legal terminology of the 
mid- 1800s. 
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